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Research on Behavioral Intentions of Lifelong
Learning under Education for the Elderly - with

Perceived Risk as a Moderator Variable
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Abstract

In response to the impact of an aging society, scholars have proposed relevant
countermeasures to prepare the nation's population to face the challenges of an aging
society through education in the hope of promoting social participation and learning among
the elderly. In order to achieve this goal, the support and promotion of lifelong learning is
even more crucial. In the era of globalization, lifelong learning has become an
indispensable part of modern human life. In addition to the realization of everyone's equal
right to education, we also attach importance to the cultivation of civic literacy in society.
As Taiwan enters into the wave of aging society, we hope to let the elderly people
understand that they also have the right to participate in learning, and through the
curriculum and model of geriatric education, the elderly people can have more connections
with society, which can help the elderly citizens to age healthily and successfully, so that
they can develop a more enriched life in their old age and better adapt to social changes.

This study will establish a research framework by using The theory of planned
behavior (TPB), and the field of study is based on common organizations that implement
education for the elderly, such as educational institutions, social education institutions,
social or community organizations, and civil society organizations, etc. Through a
questionnaire survey, the behavioral intention of the elderly over 55 years old to participate
in lifelong learning is explored in depth, and perceived risk is used as a moderating variable.
The results of the study will provide suggestions and improvements for the education of
seniors in order to improve their willingness to participate, teaching quality, and

development.

The research results have shown as following:

(1) Individuals' "Attitude," "Subjective Norms," and "Perceptual behavior control" of
participation in lifelong learning had significant positive effects on behavioral
intentions.

(2) Perceived risk does not moderating variable with attitudes, subjective norms,
perceptual behavioral control, and behavioral intention.

(3) "Behavioral intention" had a significant positive effect on "actual behavior".

(4) "Behavioral intention" does not have a mediating effect on "attitudes" and

"behaviors".



(5) "Behavioral intention" has a partial mediating effect on "subjective norm" and
"behavior".

(6) "Behavioral intention" has a fully mediating effect on "perceptual behavior

control" and "behavior".

In the analysis of the demographic variables on each dimension, gender was
significant in the attitude dimension, with females being more significant than males. Age
was significant in the subjective normative dimension, with groups over 71 years of age
being more likely to be influenced by the opinions of important relatives and groups.
Education level is significant in the subjective normative dimension, and those with
education level below junior high school are likely to be influenced by the opinions of
important relatives and groups. Financial income is significant in the attitudes and
subjective normative aspects, with financial income below $20,000 being significantly
influenced. The experience of participation of relatives and friends was significant in the
attitudes, subjective norms, perceptual behavioral control, behavioral intention, and
behavioral constructs, and was higher when relatives and friends had participation

experience than when relatives and friends did not have participation experience.
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